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INTRODUCTION 

When supplemental instructional materials are selected, they shall support curriculum standards. 
From time to time, some materials that contribute to the curricular goals may contain subject 
matter that is objectionable to some parents or students. When selecting supplemental materials, 
use these guidelines: 

1. All rated videos, video clips, and videos specifically produced for educational purposes, 
must be previewed by the teacher, and must comply with applicable copyright laws.*  
Requirements for administrative approval are specified below. 
 

a. At the Elementary level:  
• G rated videos may be shown with administrative approval. 
• PG rated videos may be shown with administrative approval and parent 

permission slips which include the rationale for showing the video, the 
associated time stamp of portions to be shown, and the reason for the rating.   

• PG-13, R, NC-17, and X rated videos may not be shown.   
• All video clips and videos, including those specifically produced for 

educational purposes, require administrative approval. 
• Videos from an internet platform (such as YouTube) must be shown ad free.  

 

b. At the Junior High level: 
• Videos rated PG-13 and below may be shown.   
• Videos rated PG and PG-13 (greater than 10 minutes) may only be shown 

with administrative approval and parent permission slips which include the 
rationale for showing the video, the associated time stamp of portions to be 
shown, and the reason for the rating.   

• Relevant clips (not to exceed 10 minutes in total) from videos rated PG-13 
and below, that support the curricular objectives, may be shown to students 
with administrator approval (e.g., students will not be required to watch an 
entire video when the relevant information lasts only 10minutes). 
Precautions will be taken with clips from PG or PG-13 rated videos (e.g., 
skipping a scene) to prevent students from viewing inappropriate material.   

• R, NC-17, and X rated videos or clips may not be shown.   
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• Videos specifically produced for educational purposes do not require 
administrative approval and will only be shown when they support the 
curricular objectives of the course. 

 

c. At the High School level: 
• Videos rated R and below may be shown.  
• Videos rated R (greater than 10 minutes) may only be shown with prior        

administrative approval and parent permission slips which include the 
rationale for showing the video, the associated time stamp of portions to be 
shown, and the reason for the rating.  

• Relevant clips (not to exceed 10 minutes in total) from videos rated R and 
below, that support the curricular objectives, may be shown to students with 
administrator approval (e.g., students will not be required to watch an entire 
video when the relevant information lasts only 10 minutes). Precautions will 
be taken with clips from R rated videos (e.g., skipping a scene) to prevent 
students from viewing inappropriate material.   

• NC-17 and X rated videos and clips may not be shown.   
• Videos from an internet platform (such as YouTube) must be shown ad free.   
• Videos specifically produced for educational purposes do not require 

administrative approval and will only be shown when they support the 
curricular objectives of the course. 

 
2. When selecting supplementary materials, the District 20 Worksheet for Selecting 

Supplementary Materials (Policy IIAC-E-2) should be used. When seeking approval to 

show a video or a video clip, teachers should submit a Request for Administrator Approval 

to Show Video Resource (Policy IIAC-TCA-E-4). The administrator should retain     a copy of 

Form IIAC-TCA-E-4. 

 

3. If parent permission slips are needed, use Form IIAC-TCA-E-7. 

 

4. The department chairperson and administrative supervisor should be informed in advance 

when a teacher plans to use any materials that contain potentially problematic topics. 

 

* According to copyright law, any gathering of people outside of a normal circle of family or social 
acquaintances to view a program (videos or DVDs included) would constitute a public performance 
of that program.  Public performance rights are protected by copyright law, and royalties must be 
paid, or permission must be obtained from the copyright holder to conduct a public performance. 
(NOTE: It is possible to purchase public performance rights for individual videos or a set of videos – 
check with the school librarian to find out if your school has done this.) 
 
Exceptions to this law are when an educator invokes the “fair use” exemption for performance or 
display of works in schools. To do this, all four of the following requirements must be met: 

1. The performance must be presented by instructors or pupils. 
2. The performance must occur in the course of face-to-face teaching activities. 
3. The performance must take place in a classroom or similar place of instruction (including 

the library) in a nonprofit education institution. 
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4. The performance must be legally acquired (or legally copied). 
Reference:  Simpson, Carol. (2001). (3rd ed.) Copyright for Schools. Worthington, OH: Linworth 
Publishing. 

The following are examples of what would be inappropriate use of videos and DVDs and do not 
constitute a complete listing of inappropriate uses: 

1. The program is an off-air recording the teacher had made over a year ago to show students 
in last year’s class.  (Off-air recordings have their own set of rules about when they must be 
erased – usually one year.) [Illegal copy] 

2. Rent a video and make a copy. [Illegal Copy] 
3. The program is shown on a bus on the way to a class field trip. [Not in a classroom] 
4. Disney videos (for example) are shown every Friday as part of the curriculum in a SPED 

class – because the teacher says it is in a student’s IEP.  [An IEP cannot stipulate that federal 
law be violated (Simpson, 42) – Not in the course of face-to-face teaching activities.] 

5. A class wins the contest to collect the most canned goods for a food drive.  They watch 
Finding Nemo as a reward.  [Not in the course of face-to-face teaching activities.] 

If the teacher is in doubt about whether the use contemplated is inappropriate and this procedure 
does not provide sufficiently specific guidance, the teacher must consult with the appropriate 
principal or administrator prior to using the material.  The administrator may choose to consult 
with legal counsel. 

This TCA Policy replaces ASD20 Policy IIAC-E-1. 
 

Cross Reference: 

IIAC-TCA  Selection of Instruction Materials and Textbooks Policy and Procedures 
IIAC-TCA- E-1 Selecting Age-Appropriate Supplementary Materials/Copyright Rules 

Procedure 
IIAC-TCA-E-3 New Course Approval Procedure for JH, HS & CP 
IIAC-TCA-E-4 Request for Administrator Approval to Show a Video Resource 
IIAC-TCA-E-5 Curriculum Evaluation Form  
IIAC-TCA-E-6 Phases 1 & 2 New Course Approval Forms 
IIAC-TCA-E-7 Parent Permission Slip for Videos 
ASD20 IGAC  Teaching About Religion 
ASD20 IGAC-R  Teaching About Religion Procedure 
ASD20 IIAC-E-2   D20 Worksheet for Selecting Supplementary Materials 
ASD20 IMB  Teaching About Controversial Issues 
ASD20 IMB-R  Criteria for Teaching About Controversial Issues 
ASD20 JB  Equal Educational Opportunities 
 

Policy Revision History 
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IIAC-2-TCA to be consistent with ASD20. 

Dean of Secondary 
Educational Philosophy 
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Deans of Educational 
Philosophy 
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